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Comaests e Vuloerspilities of
logistics: Zupply limes to Tibe:

. e mijor wilnerabilisdes of the (hipese Cusmanl st supply  nen
to Tibet sre the limited muder o7 laad poutes, seintesssos probles
sapotinted with thes, and ey low ongagities.

2. Bipoe 1996, thres rocds Bave hagn construsted frop Coomanii .
Mine to Tihet, of walch umly e Teisghai-Tibet rovte Lo logistise
lmportant to Chiansss troup copeentreticns in lbsss aad envountiiag
areas. Ths sevund, the Ssachwun-Tibst rood, originatec «f Ye-sp, a4
ws deplgned to serve ag o sajor sritory; but & sesblnation of 19810t
terraln, wfavorshle olimde, as! rebel astivity hes ddmmgplel teel @
slong such of Itg length - pertieulsrly weet of Chlasg-t (hemis)
The third routs, origlostin; in Jinkieng, wes complated Laing 1757
Since 1t is of Mittls lrpuritsnte sxespt €0 eugply the relntively s il
garrisons guartera? io vestern Tibet, §% 18 mot discusped fx s p oor.
The rosd reporte?ly e closed lucing balf the year, prodably fros

3. e 1,3500-alls Tolnghul Tibet rond ariginates st two polnte -
o the sast at lan-ehou 3l Y0 tas snorta {scrost thy Teati'sy Basin) =+
Bong-liu-guen ~- » tressler poins a the Treps-Sinkiang Muilsost, %
branches from the north ad sent sest b Helme (Kasyrh-su) oo the s chero
edge of the Tesidas Basin, Fros Golao the road elfsde the Konlun & ooty
824 enters the high Tibetoa 21:%:04u, whare rved elevations renge I
4,000 o 15,500 fret and accestonally 5o somewbel hlgher slevsbisn =
passes. Across auet o Whis plasess tha Servadn ls lewe® io genuly
andulating, and loterdlcbion of the romi would be Aifffeuit. & fav
etat-west-aligned momtels yanges mest be grossed; but, with the
sxception of the Tang-ii-le %omialns, jeusef aorees them ste opas
snd spprooches end deocento aro ossy, M road orosees soversl fali i
wide T shallov stresss {the :goer bsabeless of the Yengtes aod & -
Werang), but destrootiun o tho oridzes scwoes them probably would @
seriously dlsrupt treffic bessuse theiry shallow depthe wo 2 peralt
Toriing 8% muwroas polnte. Crexbest daliys would Da cemsed If ume o
:M %gim wers Sepie) Rodag the Bigh-ambasr period frem Juwae oo
250 els g ‘
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ke The Teinghai-Tibot sosd io most valngrable vhers it ﬂrﬁﬁﬂﬂi

ﬁaaumia Komtaing thrsugh & vary Wgh (18,000-fo0t) pase, whi o
blockage micht cause sericuw probleszs. The tarrain in the pass, &:&* AT,
appaare w M gudh thet Dlockege could e elearsd without resort to the
Wim of AUffieult apl costly altmnste routes. The apprond
to the Bmluna fran Golmo coul! ulsc esase problems, se evilensged oy o
retent roport that heavy valim dwing ewxly July mﬁmﬁ met 11 m%g by
oo culverts, and soversl roeWed seoblons 4a 8 12-nils streteh of romd
Beuapt for m brief raimy spells in saremy, howsver, precipitation ‘=
1ight, bub some snow and 10e poraist iammmtwm %wmaham
most of the yesr, A% all gess: My 2old tesparaturss, sbtreng winds,
Bigh slowmtionr craste probises Tor the Wuck drivers an? complicsin *:}rc
oparaiion axd meintanence of the'r wahislos.

5. The Szectwan-Tibet toad eresses Tar move 4LITienlit terrain, with

wany steep asocnis abd Jentedls, sovaral daep river and Nig
W $hat freguently sre blooked By saowr. West fron g taag-tu the
road is olsssifisd as » fairewonther roate, but 4% has boun open &0

traffic only interuitiently stng. 1996. Wi way be hesvy durls
the sumsey months, and Imdalides arvse rm;mt. Boad rapuiers {n this
Aiffienlt terrein arve costly snd time-eomous

A

6. It has boen setivaied $imt sdpay 70,000 Chinems ‘woecps Iin Ihegs
and garrounding arees coald e supplied via the Teinghel-Tibst romd.
Assording to recant estimdes, $roops La the Tivet Militury Regim
{ineluding the Cherlo aran) total mere thua 60,700, dut wits figwees vy
wt reflect the inflix of adiitimel froows reguired to guell the
Mareln 19%9 Pibetan revolt. Some of the treops are slse stativosl L
and neayr f&a‘ b in esgtera Tibed; 14 Un sssuned that ey can ba
sappiied m: SgeohvorUibet roads Although the seetion fros Te-l:
west to Ch'sag-tn cronees Nk suntalns, reinfall ta this sees in
lower than favther vest, ool the oomsegwmt meintenance problems an
provebly fwwer. To m sarth, a fair-waethuy route leading frem
Ta-an to Batang oould Bely eupely troops iu the ares socuth of (hlaw -uu.
mm zm MM é@ mﬁa}wﬁ 19 gy of the terrain and elirmtic hames do

gdy woudd be of anly liafled lmportasce for the augr o
of trotps mmm in Tihet. The principal lnitawions are the am i *”

sise of the Chipene Comendet sir-transpot flicet snd the ﬁmmwzix "
m gir aotivitiss fhat woald resuld If tramepord plemes were Adw rued
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to wigelons In Tibet. The mein irfleli ia Tibet is Teng-bsiung no: -
Ihasa, but resset reports iplicasy thel several othar sirflsids aro
wedaer oamatruetlon.
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